Pension Application for John McMartin or John M. Martin
S 28807
Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress of the 7th June 1832.
State of New York SS
Montgomery County
On this twenty first day of September in the year 1832 personally appeared in open
court before the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas of the said County of Montgomery &
state aforesaid & now sitting being a Court of Record & having a Clerk & seal John McMartin of
the town of Johnstown in the County aforesaid aged Seventy six years & upwards, who being
duly Sworn, according to Law, doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to
obtain the benefit of the provision made by the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832.
That he Enlisted in the service of the United States in the Batteaux service on the
Mohawk River from the City of Schenectady in said State to Fort Stanwix (1) in said State
between which two places the boat upon which he was Engaged plied that Samuel Gray (2) was
the Captain who commanded the Batteaux men amongst whom this deponant Enlisted.
That he Enlisted in the summer of the year 1777 or 1778 according to his present
recollection & served between six & nine months under said Gray which was from the
commencement of the boating season until the river closed. That they were Engaged during
said time in conveying provisions & other necessaires to the Army at Fort Stanwix. That
Colonel Gansevoort (3) commanded at said Fort during the time this deponant was Engaged in
said boat Service.
That said Captain Gray is dead. That this deponant does not know of any person now
living within the United States who was Engaged in said Service with him that one Peter
McArthur was with him that he lived in the Province of Canada when deponant knew of him
last, that one George House was also Engaged with deponant, that deponant saw said House
about two years ago since which he has not heard of him that he does not know whether said
House is now living or not. That he did not receive any written discharge.
And the said John McMartin on his oath aforesaid doth further State that in the summer
preceding or following the summer in which he was Engaged in the boat service as aforesaid
and which he is at present unable to state with certainty he again Enlisted in the militia of said
state under Captain Samuel Gray & served under him for Either six or nine months that
General Schuyler was the Commanding officer the Colonels name he does not now recollect,
that during said term he was Engaged in getting out timber at Lake George for the rebuilding of
Fort George which had been burned into ruins by the army of General Burgoyne.(4) That he
was dismissed at the End of the term without any written discharge he knows of no person
living who was Engaged with him in said service.
He further states that Except the terms above mentioned he was Engaged during the
whole term of the Revolutionary war at intervals in the militia of the State of New York
sometimes he would be called out two or three days at a time & then dismissed & remain home
perhaps a week & some times three or four months & then he called out again that during said
time a report came that the Indians were about making an attack upon Cherry Valley (5) now
in the County of Otsego in said State then Tryon County that he was warned to appear armed
& Equipped at Colonel Klock's (6) that he did attend & marched from there to Cherry Valley
under the command of Colonel Klock that the Village of Cherry Valley was burned & lay
smoking in ruins when they arrived, that the inhabitants lay scattered around slaughtered &
some roasted & others roasted that we were ordered to bury them & did so the Enemy had fled
& were no where to be seen he then returned home.

That during said times he was warned by Captain Little (7) to appear at Johnstown (8)
that he turned out with his musket & found the utmost confusion & dismay prevailing Every
where.
The British & Indians had arrived in the middle of the town before they were
discovered. that he & the others were immediately formed & placed in order of battle that the
british & Indians marched into Sir William Johnsons Hall & commenced killing & roasting
cattle & had commenced Eating their dinner but before they were Entirely done with their
dinner we gave them a few doses of cold lead by way of desert that the battle lasted from about
noon until dark during all which time this deponent was Engaged in the heat of the battle.
That he was ordered to be ready at a moments warning & was so during the whole of the
revolutionary war. That he can not fix any defenite period to the actual service in which he
was Engaged –
He further States that he was born in Perthsire in Scotland in the year 1756 & landed
in America in the year 1775. He has no record of his age. He was living near the Indian Castle
then in Tryon County now Danube Herkimer County in said State where he now resides. He
was a volunteer in the service He never received a written discharge from the service - He is
known to Simon Hoosack John Holland Daniel Cady Aaron Haring Mary McMartin & Isablella
McBain & a great many others in the neighborhood where he now resides –
He hereby relinguishes Every claim whatever to a pension or annuity Except the
present & declares that his name is not on the pension roll of any state.
(Signed) John
McMartin
Sworn to & subscribed the day & year aforesaid in open Court. Geo. D. Ferguson, Clerk
End Notes—S.28807—John McMartin
1. Fort Stanwix was renamed in July of 1776 to Fort Schuyler in honor of Major General
Philip Schuyler of the Continental Army. Fort Schuyler is in the present day City of
Rome, Oneida County, New York.
2. Captain Samuel Gray’s Company of Bateaumen appears to have existed only in 1779
and 1780. The muster rolls and payrolls for this company are damaged or missing. On
the payroll dated February 29, 1780 John M. Martin is listed as enlisting as a private
on February 19, 1780. His service was 10 days and he was paid at 48/per day and was
owed £24. .0. .0. George House, Peter McGardner and Frederick Bowen had enlisted on
the same day. FROM: Revolutionary War Rolls 1775-1783, Series M-246, Roll 122,
folder 78 (Quartermaster General’s Department).
3. Peter Gansevoort was colonel on November 21, 1776 of the Third New York Continental
Regiment.
4. Lieutenant General John Burgoyne invaded New York from Canada via the northern
water route down Lake Champlain to Lake George to the Hudson River.
5. Cherry Valley was attacked and destroyed on November 11, 1778 by forces under
Captains Walter Butler and Joseph Brant.
6. Jacob Klock was appointed Colonel on August 26, 1775 of the Second Regiment of
Tryon County Militia. After Nicholas Herkimer was appointed Brigadier General of the
Tryon County Militia Brigade, Klock was then the chief Colonel or the senior colonel in
rank of the Tryon County Militia Brigade.
7. John Littel or Lytle, Liddle, Little, etc., was a captain in Colonel Frederick Visscher’s
Third Regiment of Tryon County Militia. Littl lwas commissioned Captain on March 8,
1781.
8. The Battle of Johnstown was fought on October 25, 1781. Captain Littel was wounded
and Sergeant John Eikler was killed.

